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PARKING SERVICES UPDATE AND FUTURE WORK PROGRAMMES  

1 Executive Summary 

1.1 Throughout the year, the Council receives many requests for parking restrictions 
and parking improvements, this can be through a number of different channels. It 
is important to manage the public’s requests and expectations. Producing a 
yearly work programme, which covers both parking restrictions and parking 
improvements, helps the Council to achieve this. 

1.2 It is important for Parking Services to ensure a consistent programmed approach, 
as it assists in the efficient management of Traffic Regulation Order (TROs) work 
and providing transparency to the public. 

2 Recommendation(s) 

2.1 The Panel notes the update on the current 2016/17 work programme and 
recommends the proposed 2017/18 work programme for parking restrictions and 
improvements (Appendix A) to the Cabinet for approval.  

2.2 The Panel recommend for the remainder of the Lemsford Road scheme and 
French Horn Lane scheme (both in Hatfield Central and East – Area 3 and 4) be 
placed on hold, until a decision has been made about the planning application for 
building the multi-storey car park in The Common.  

3 Explanation 

3.1 Hatfield town centre is currently been re-developed and as part of the Hatfield 
2030+ project will be looking at how the Council can unlock further development 
sites which have been highlighted within the town centre. Most of the sites are 
currently used for car parking, therefore the Council will be looking to submit a 
planning application this year to construct a multi-storey car park on The 
Common. The proposal is to re-provide the current parking provision into the 
multi-storey. 

3.2 With this in mind, it would make sense to stop further consultations with the 
immediate area of the town centre until a decision has been made on the 
planning application. The construction of the multi-storey is likely influence 
residents responses to any parking consultations which take place. Once a 
decision has been made both areas will be added back in to the work programme 
as previously agreed 
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Parking Restriction work programmes 

3.3 Although Parking Services receive a number of requests from both residents and 
businesses to introduce or amend existing parking restrictions, a legal statutory 
process needs to be followed and completed before these can be implemented. 

3.4 This is to ensure a full consultation with all affected parties is conducted and all 
comments and formal objections are fully considered before any changes, if 
required to the current parking regime are introduced. 

There is an informal and formal consultation process, most schemes will have a 
number of informal consultations before progressing to the formal stage. 
Timescales for schemes are dependent on the feedback in each consultation. 
The Council needs to demonstrate that comments received have been taken into 
consideration and proposals amended as long as this doesn’t compromise the 
overall scheme. These changes will need then further consultation with affected 
parties. 

Parking Improvement work programmes 

3.5 In addition to the above, Parking Services allocate a percentage of the total 
budget for Housing projects. These monies are for improvements specifically 
needed by housing on works that would not fall into our work programme. This 
year’s allocation is £20,000. 

3.6 All Parking Improvements can be on either public highway, Council or on 
Housing land, dependent on which one will determine the approval process. All 
residents in the affected locations will be consulted on the proposals. 

3.7 Improvements proposed on the public highway or which have an impact on the 
public highway need to be approved by Herts County Council as the highway 
authority. These works will be constructed by their own approved contractor, 
Ringway.  

3.8 Improvements on Housing/Estate land need to be approved by our own Planning 
Department, by submitting a planning application before going to the contractor 
to begin construction. This approval process can take up to 8 weeks before 
passing through to a contractor. 

Implications 

4 Legal Implication(s) 

4.1 TROs are created under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. Consultations 
follow a statutory legal process as set out in The Local Authorities' Traffic Orders 
(Procedure) (England and Wales) Regulations 1996. No other legal implications 
are inherent in relation in to the proposals in this report. 

5 Financial Implication(s) 

5.1 The cost of TRO works recommended in this report will be funded through 
existing Parking Services revenue budgets. 

5.2 Parking Improvements are funded through a Capital works programme which is 
agreed each year 
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6 Risk Management Implications 

The risks related to this proposal are: 

6.1 A risk assessment has not been prepared in relation to the proposals in this 
report as there are no new significant risks inherent in the report. 

6.2 There is a potential for adverse or positive risk for the Council with regards public    
opinion for the management or introduction of new parking schemes. 

6.3 The amount of yellow lining and parking control within the borough continues to 
increase, and this increase may in due course require additional budget to 
ensure lining and signage is appropriate for enforcement. 

6.4 Due to legal processes and legal consultation involved, if part of the work 
programme identified cannot be completed within the 2016/17 financial year. It is 
suggested that they are addressed in the following year’s programme.  

7 Security & Terrorism Implication(s) 

7.1 There are no known security & terrorism implications associated with the content 
of this report. 

8 Procurement Implication(s) 

8.1 There are no procurement implications inherent in relation to the proposals in this 
report. 

9 Climate Change Implication(s) 

9.1 Key climate factors have been considered and are not thought to be applicable 
for this report. Parking Services do not envisage a change in the number of 
vehicles parking in the vicinity. 

10 Link to Corporate Priorities 

10.1 I confirm that the subject of this report is linked to three of the Council’s 
Corporate Priorities: 

 Protect and enhance the environment – Deliver effective parking services; 

 Help build a strong local economy – Revitalise our town centres and other 
shopping precincts and; 

 Engage with our communities and provide value for money 

11 Equality and Diversity 

11.1 An Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) has not been carried out.  The creation    
of Traffic Regulation Orders requires further statutory consultation.  An EIA will 
be completed during this process. 
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